Dear friends,

I would like to share exciting news about VISIONAR (scholarship and mentoring for college students in Argentina)

· FOUR scholarships awarded in San Francisco, Argentina, in August!

· VISIONAR's promotion campaign in Argentina: state government endorsement and wide media coverage

· VISIONAR website in the works

· Invitation for you to become involved in any way you feel inspired to: sponsor a student, mentor a student, volunteer on a committee, offer professional services, or make a donation – all is welcome!

· FOUR scholarships awarded in August: 

I spent 10 days in San Francisco, Argentina, working, among other things, on the selection of our VISIONAR scholars. We received 15 applications; I interviewed 8 finalists, went to their homes, and met their families. After evaluating these candidates with the input of Asociacion Atrapasueños, I am happy to introduce our four deserving scholarship recipients (pictures attached):

-         Carolina, who will enroll in Law school (undergraduate level)

-         Karen, who is planning to become a Nutritionist

-         Lucrecia will study to become a Certified Public Accountant

-         Elizabeth will study Social Work

All four young ladies stood out for their determination to get ahead and their academic credentials. Their financial situation would have not allowed them to go to college, or would have meant attending school part time in order to work full time. Their living conditions in some cases are particularly difficult: they range from a 1-bedroom apartment for a family of 4, to a makeshift house of 2 rooms for 4 people (no heat or other basic amenities). With VISIONAR's help, Carolina, Karen, Lucrecia and Elizabeth will be enrolled as full-time students in the college program of their choice. It was precious to see and share their excitement when they received the news!!

· VISIONAR's promotion campaign:

Representatives of Asociacion Atrapasueños and I met with San Francisco's Mayor, Mr Llaryora, who recognized our efforts in a press conference. He also announced to us a donation of a full scholarship funded by San Francisco City Hall. 

In addition, the government of the province of Cordoba declared VISIONAR as a program of public interest. This is an important endorsement and a seal of approval that helps build our credentials at the national level. 

I also met with various business leaders both in San Francisco and in Buenos Aires, hoping to build awareness and to obtain both internships and funds for scholarships. 

Last, but not least, VISIONAR was promoted extensively by the media: local TV, radio, and newspaper, and a Cordoba newspaper with national distribution, all featured our story.

Links to the print articles:

La Voz del Interior (Cordoba newspaper, with national readership), Aug 25th 2008

http://www2.lavoz.com.ar/Nota.asp?nota_id=234115&high=Gabriela+Mondino

La Voz de San Justo (San Francisco newspaper)

Aug 26th, 2008:

http://www.lavozdesanjusto.com.ar/index.phpoption=com_content&task=view&id=17851&Itemid=2

 Aug 31st, 2008:

 http://www.lavozdesanjusto.com.ar/index.phpoption=com_content&task=view&id=17936&Itemid=2

· VISIONAR website: Rudi, one of our greatest supporters, is helping with the development of our website, to be launched soon. Our domain name is www.vision-ar.org , so be on the lookout.  Big thanks to Rudi!!

· We'd love to hear from you! If you wish to get involved with sponsoring a student, mentoring a student, volunteering on a committee, offering professional services, or making a donation, please let me know! I'll be happy to provide more detail.

VISIONAR will continue to help students to the extent that the community feels compelled to participate. All help is welcome! 

As always, THANK YOU for your support and for all generous contributions we have received in the past few months!

Sincerely,

Gabriela

